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Genesis 

College  

1. Introduction to the Pentateuch  

The term "Pentateuch" derives from the Greek pentateuchos, literally, "five volumes," following 

the Jewish designation, "the five-fifths of the Law." The Greek term was apparently popularized 

by the Hellenized Jews of Alexandria, Egypt, in the first century AD. The Jewish canon 

designates the five books of the Pentateuch as the "Torah."1 

Genesis 

The book of Genesis, the first book of the Bible, deals with themes and events that lay the 

foundation for the rest of Scripture. As the first words of the book suggest ("In the beginning"), 

Genesis introduces many theological threads that are woven throughout the tapestry of the entire 

Bible. It begins answering questions like "Where did our world come from?" "How did sin enter 

our existence?" "How did Israel gain such prominence?" "What does God have in mind for 

Israel?" and "What does God have in mind for the world?"2 Genesis is the story of our beginning, 

but more importantly, it begins the outline of God’s interaction with His creation. It also 

confirms for us that God has not left us and continues to be with us even until the current day. 

Exodus 

The Law of Moses, though usually thought of as the first five books (the “Pentateuch”), does not 

begin until the Book of Exodus. That Book opens with the story of Moses, the deliverance of 

Israel from Egypt and their journey through the desert to Mount Sinai, where God meets them 

and gives them His Law.3 The book of Exodus continues the account of God's dealings with the 

descendants of Abraham that began in Genesis. This continuation of God's dealings with His 

chosen people is not uneventful or insignificant. Exodus is a book of major transition. God 

transformed the descendants of Abraham into a fledgling nation. Exodus is also a book of 

redemption, demonstrating how the Israelites gained their freedom from Egypt by means of 

divine intervention. It is a book of revelation, a book in which God's character and His 

covenantal expectations arrive with stark clarity. And Exodus is a book of communion, 

delineating the means by which a sinful people could have fellowship with a holy God.4 

 

 
1 Merrill, Eugene H.. The World and the Word . B&H Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 

2 Ibid 

3 Farley, Lawrence. The Christian Old Testament . Conciliar Press. Kindle Edition. 

4 Merrill, Eugene H.. The World and the Word . B&H Publishing Group. Kindle Edition 
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Leviticus 

Leviticus outlines specifically the laws of ritual sacrifice, the formation of the Levitical 

Priesthood and the general rule of law of day to day living for the Israelites. So, generally, who 

gave the law (God), who was under the law (the people), who administered the law (the priests) 

and how to fulfill the law (the sacrifices). The connection between the law and how the law was 

to be fulfilled helps the Orthodox Christian to understand the plan of salvation along with the 

significance of our Lord’s sacrifice on the cross; particularly the fulfillment of the Law by the 

Cross.  

 

Numbers 

Israel's situation at the beginning of the book of Numbers is quite different from her experience 

at the end of the book. God had redeemed His chosen nation from slavery in Egypt and had 

performed one of the greatest OT miracles, the crossing of the Red Sea. He had given them His 

law through a set of events that heightened Israel's awareness of His majesty. Israel had built the 

Tabernacle, and God dwelt in their midst. Throughout the years since they had left Egypt, God 

had provided all their needs for food and drink. Now they were ready to depart from Mount Sinai 

and travel to the long-anticipated land of promise. The events of the book of Numbers, though 

humanly shocking, serve as clear demonstrations of numerous realities: the fickleness of the 

human heart, the patience of God, and the painful reality of judgment against rebellion. 

Regardless of "bad news," God will still bring His promises to pass.5 

 

Deuteronomy 

Deuteronomy itself is a culmination and perhaps a summary of the previous books before it. It 

essentially contains the words of Moses to the people as they stood on the precipice of finally 

entering the promised land. Moses offered the people a summary of the events of the previous 

forty years. Then, the people were reminded to uphold the laws of God in order to keep the 

promised land. Finally, was a reminder that even should the people fall away from God, and lose 

the promised land, all could be returned to them should they repent.  

2. The Creation 

In the Beginning 

 

“In the Beginning God created the heaven and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). The Bible to the Coptic 

Orthodox Christian is the inherent understanding of life itself. It is not enough that we live and 

eat and sleep and breath. For the Christian, and for any common man, the question eventually 

becomes, I know that I need to eat and drink and breathe, but why? How did it all start? Why am 

I here? What is the meaning of life? To the secular human, the answers begin and end with a 

 
5 Merrill, Eugene H.. The World and the Word . B&H Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 
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constant struggle for understanding, and then the brutal finality of death. In between he might 

hear of explanations here or there about how or why but the uncertainty of his existence becomes 

such a distressing thought that he might easily become distracted by the next big project at work 

or an upcoming movie that he wants to see.  

 

But for the Christian, we open the Holy Bible and we read. Genesis therefore brings us to two 

common elements that free our mind for worship. First, is that there is a Creator and a plan. This 

frees us from the conundrum of the “meaning of life” because God the Father gave meaning to 

life by creating life and the law.  “The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep 

his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every deed into 

judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil” (Eccles 12:13-14). 

 

Secondly, by His Cross, Christ removed for us the sting of death, as St. Paul says in his first 

letter to the Corinthians: “The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But 

thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:56-57). 

 

It is therefore our unique position as Children of God to understand our role on earth and to 

understand the “sting of death” so that we can appreciate “victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” The Creation is the beginning of this understanding. 

 

A. Day 1 

 

And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. (Gen 1:2) 

 

Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw the light, 

that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, 

and the darkness He called Night. So the evening and the morning were the first day. (Gen 

1:3-5) 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him 

nothing was made that was made. (John 1:1-3) 

 

The Creation narrative and the beginning of the Gospel of St. John confirm for us that the 

Creation was an act of the Trinity. Genesis refers to the Spirit of God hovering over the waters 

and then God speaking “light” into existence. St. John the Evangelist then makes clear that 

Christ (the Logos) was in the beginning with God. As St. Ambrose writes regarding the inclusion 

of the Holy Spirit in the Creation Narrative: 
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There was still to come the plenitude of the operation in the Spirit, as it is written: 

"By the Word of the Lord the heavens were established and all the power of them by 

the Spirit of His mouth" (Ps. 32: 6)... The Spirit fittingly moved over the earth, 

destined to bear fruit, because by the aid of the Spirit it held the seeds of new birth 

which were to germinate according to the words of the Prophet: "Send forth Thy 

Spirit and they shall be created and Thou shall renew the face of the earth" (Ps. 

103:32). 

 

We all know that the Holy Spirit rested on the Apostles on the Day of Pentecost as “Tongues of 

Fire.” St. Ephraim speaks about the warmth of the Holy Spirit in creation when he writes: 

 

“[The Holy Spirit] warmed the waters and made them fertile and capable of birth, 

like a bird when it sits with its outstretched wings on its eggs and by its warmth gives 

them warmth and produces fertility in them. This same Holy Spirit represented for us 

then an image of Holy Baptism, in which by His moving over the waters He gives 

birth to the children of God.” 

 

The Creation was immediate and sudden and was spoken by God into existence. However, it is 

important to understand that although light was created on the first day, the sun was not created 

until day four. St. Ambrose writes: 

 

“God is the author of light, and the place and cause of darkness is the world. But the 

Good Author uttered the word "light" so that He might reveal the world by infusing 

brightness therein and thus make its aspect beautiful. Suddenly, then, the air became 

bright and darkness shrank in terror from the brilliance of the novel brightness. The 

brilliance of the light which suddenly permeated the whole universe overwhelmed 

the darkness and, as it were, plunged it into the abyss.” 

 

You can appreciate the difference in saying that the source of light is God rather than the obvious 

source of light that we can easily spot by looking outside our window in the morning. The 

secular man sees light as the result of a flaming ball in the sky. But God has explained to us that 

the light that we see is His Creation. “For … In Your light we see light” (Ps 36:9). We also must 

take note that when God created light He called it “Good”. This is the connection between what 

we see of the light (for example: the sun) and the Godly meaning of the light (the light being 

“Good”). There are many instances in the Gospels where the Lord used the word “light” as a sign 

of goodness. During Christ’s Sermon on the Mount, the Lord says: “You are the light of the 

world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a 

basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine 

before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matt 5:14-

16). Among the first verses of the Gospel of St. John, the Evangelist writes: “In Him was life, 
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and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

comprehend it.” (John 1:4-5). 

 

The light that lights the Earth comes from the Sun but the Lord created the light of the Sun; He is 

the source of that light. Similarly, the Lord calls us “the light of the World”. The light shines 

through us, but we ourselves are not the source of the light but the Lord is. If we ignore his light 

or do not acknowledge that the Lord is the source of light, the Lord warns us that “If therefore 

the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!” (Matt. 6:23). 

 

 

 

B. Day 2 

 

Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the 

waters from the waters.” Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters 

which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it 

was so. And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening and the morning were the 

second day. (Gen 1:6-8) 

 

On the second day, the Lord created a divide between the water on the Earth, (consisting of 

oceans, rivers, and lakes) and the atmosphere above the waters (clouds, rains, and the dew). 

As we know, this firmament cools the Earth so that the temperature on Earth is stable to sustain 

life. Additionally, the layer of the atmosphere protects the Earth from objects in space. It is the 

reason why we are not constantly pelted by meteors and asteroids. The Lord created this layer 

to recycle the Earth's water, to maintain the Earth's temperature, and to protect the Earth from 

the rest of the space.  

 

The church fathers didn't claim to have full knowledge of the matter, affirming God's 

workmanship; they gave room for different interpretations to Genesis 1:6-8.   

 

Holy men of the old testament, although lacking our scientific advancement to understand the 

complicated cosmos, were not deprived of contemplating the unseen creation beyond their 

senses. They have considered their ignorance of what is beyond their knowledge as an 

occasion to give God glory. David, believing that God created it all, sang saying, "When I 

consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon, and the stars, which You have 

ordained...O Lord, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the Earth! (Ps 8:3)." And again, 

"The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork (Ps 19:1)," and 

"Who stretch out the heavens like a curtain (Ps 104:2)." And Isaiah wondered at God's 

craftsmanship and said, "It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, And its inhabitants are 

like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain," and to draw our attention to 

beyond what is visible, he continued, "And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in (Isa 40:22)."  
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C. Day 3 

 

Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, 

and let the dry land appear”; and it was so. And God called the dry land Earth, and the 

gathering together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit 

tree that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”; and it was 

so. And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and 

the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw 

that it was good. So the evening and the morning were the third day. (Gen 1:9-13) 

 

Day three of the Creation narrative explains to us that God spoke and “it was so”.  St. Athanasius 

in his Contra Gentes speaks to the inclusion of the Son evidenced by the wording of creation: 

 

For one might ask them: to whom was God speaking, to use the imperative mood? If 

He were commanding and addressing the things He was creating, the utterance 

would be redundant, for they were not yet in being, but were about to be made; but 

no one speaks to what does not exist, nor addresses to what is not yet made a 

command to be made. For if God were giving a command to the things that were to 

be, He must have said, “Be modal, heaven, and be made, earth, and come forth, 

green herb, and be created, O man.” But in fact He did not do so; but He gives the 

command thus: “Let us make man,” and “let the green herb come forth.” By which 

God is proved to be speaking about them to someone at hand: it follows then that 

someone was with Him to Whom He spoke when He made all things. 

 

The Lord also commands that the “earth bring forth grass”. We are often tasked to assume that in 

our variable and seemingly random world, the Earth could have brought forth grass on its own. 

Even now, if one goes to a field that no one planted, there will be grass and trees. But unless 

there was some human intervention, there will not be a maple tree in the midst of oak trees. The 

maple tree produces “fruit” that falls from the tree and the seed in the fruit grows into a second 

tree and so on. The tree needs to be planted, or there has to be another tree to produce a seed so a 

second tree can grow. This is coded in vegetation, a divine plan for plants to multiply.  

 

Similarly, the Lord gave man the knowledge to manipulate and work the grass so that man can 

produce food. Grass was not just some random occurrence, it was a necessary creation for the 

sake of the survival of animals and mankind.   

 

 

D. Day 4 



 

7 

 

Then God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from 

the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years; and let them be 

for lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was so. Then 

God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the 

night. He made the stars also. God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light on 

the earth, and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the 

darkness. And God saw that it was good. So the evening and the morning were the fourth 

day. (Gen 1:14-19) 

 

St. John Chrysostom said in his Homilies on Genesis regarding the creation of the sun: "He 

created the sun on the Fourth Day so that you might not think that it produces the day." 

 

The most interesting evolutionary aspect of the creation narrative is that God created the sun on 

the Fourth day. The creation narrative is for us. It tells us what happened but does not answer for 

us  “when exactly”. It is obvious that there were no traditional “days” before the fourth day 

because our understanding of day requires the sun to rise and set. It is also not accurate to say 

that the sun had been created but was not revealed until the fourth day. As St. Basil teaches: 

 

The heavens and the earth had come first; after them, light had been created, day and 

night separated, and in turn, the firmament and dry land revealed. Water had been 

collected into a fixed and definite gathering. The earth had been filled with its proper 

fruits; for, it had brought forth countless kinds of herbs, and had been adorned with 

varied species of plants. However, the sun did not yet exist, nor the moon, lest men 

might call the sun the first cause and rather of light, and lest they who are ignorant of 

God might deem it the producer of what grows from the earth.... If the creation of 

light had preceded, why, now, is the sun in turn said to have been made to give 

light?.... At the time (the First Day) the actual nature of light was introduced, but 

now this solar body has been made ready to be a vehicle for that first-created light.... 

And do not tell me that it is impossible for these to be separated. I certainly do not 

say that the separation of light from the solar body is possible for you and me, but 

that that which we are able to separate in thought can also be separated in actuality 

by the Creator of its nature.. "Let them serve," He says, "for the fixing of days," not 

for making days, but for ruling the days. For, day and night are earlier than the 

generation of the luminaries. 

 

We have always been taught that the reason there is life on earth is because of the sun. And here 

the scriptural explanation is that the earth was created before the sun. We learn that the sun is life 

giving but the truth is that the Son of God gave us life. As Fr. Seraphim explains: 
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In the Scriptural-Patristic view the earth, as the home of man, the pinnacle of God's 

creation, is the center of the universe. Everything else - no matter what the scientific 

explanation of its present state and movement, or the physical immensity of it in 

comparison to the earth - is secondary, and was made for the sake of the earth, that 

is, for man. Our God is of such power and majesty that we need not doubt that in a 

single momentary exercise of His creative might He brought into being this whole 

earth - large to us, but only a speck in the whole universe - and that in another 

moment of His power He made the whole immensity of the stars of heaven. He could 

do vastly more than that if He willed; in the inspired text of Genesis He has left us 

the barest outline of what He did do, and this account is not required to accord with 

our human speculations and guesses. 

 

If the beginning was the sun, then the only explanation to life is that our existence evolved 

through the sun’s perfect distance from earth and therefore we are an accident of epic 

proportions. Quite worrisome then is the concept that should this perfect equilibrium be 

disturbed our whole existence would vanish into thin air. With this view, we are no different than 

the ant that is perfectly situated in nature until a clumsy foot of a child smashes it. There is no 

rhyme or reason to the earth. Our only hope would be “theoretically the earth has existed for 

millions of years so hopefully it will also exist tomorrow.” But our belief and our knowledge of 

the truth is that God created the earth for a specific purpose. That the rules that were created are 

set and will not be altered and that we as humans are special, as Moses explained in his speech to 

the Israelites in Deuteronomy “[a]lso today the Lord has proclaimed you to be 

His special people, just as He promised you, that you should keep all His commandments” (Deut 

26:18). That is why it is so important that God created the Earth and then created the Sun.  

 

 

E. Day 5 

 

Then God said, “Let the waters abound with an abundance of living creatures, and let 

birds fly above the earth across the face of the firmament of the heavens.” 21 So God 

created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves, with which the waters 

abounded, according to their kind, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God 

saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 

the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 So the evening and the 

morning were the fifth day. (Gen 1:20-23) 

 

Our belief in God is predicated on this absoluteness of our creation. That man was created to 

serve a function and our salvation was ultimately tied into the created narrative. As St. John 

Chrysostom explains: 
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The blessed Moses, instructed by the Spirit of God, teaches us with such detail ... so 

that we might clearly know both the order and the way of the creation of each thing. 

If God had not been concerned for our salvation and had not guided the tongue of the 

Prophet, it would have been sufficient to say that God created the heaven, and the 

earth, and the sea, and living creatures, without indicating either the order of the days 

or what was created earlier and what later.... But he distinguishes so clearly both the 

order of creation and the number of days, and instructs us about everything with 

great condescension, in order that we, coming to know the whole truth, would no 

longer heed the false teachings of those who speak of everything according to their 

own reasonings, but might comprehend the unutterable power of our Creator. 

 

There is also wisdom in God’s creation in how fauna work together for a common purpose. For 

example, in the animal world there are hosts and parasites, each needed for the other. In the 

ocean God created oil for man to use as fuel and organisms to feed on oil when disasters erupt, 

and oil is spilled. If the world was created according to evolutionary theory, then there would be 

no specific way to evolve according to future unknown events. Evolution cannot anticipate a 

meteor striking earth in a specific place or man-created global warming.  God’s chosen plan 

included not just the creation but how the creation works together for the good of the whole 

world. As St. Paul says in his letter to the Colossians "He is before all things, and in Him all 

things hold together" (Col.  1:17). 

 

There are many examples of an animal and a plant working together. Without one, the other 

would not survive. Should one of the two be taken away, one or both would have to find another 

way to survive. Just like generations of fisherman, eventually a lake becomes overfished, and the 

current generation must find something else to work for survival. The Lord made us able to 

change and to adapt, all for the sake of survival.  

 

As you can see, the Biblical narrative breaks down creation into days in order to show in God’s 

eyes which created things are similar and which are different or special. As stated above, light is 

created and then the sun. Scientific theory imagines things reversed to what the creation story 

tells us. For instance, evolution posits that the presence of fresh water and perfect temperature 

resulting from the ideal distance from the sun made it so that single cell organisms could evolve 

into the wide variety of animals that we see on earth today. Similarly, plants and animals created 

a symbiotic relationship over time so that a plant could evolve to fill the need for food for a 

nearby animal and in response, that animal could take a tree’s fruit and spread its seed so that 

more trees could grow. 

 

Evolution theory also holds that over time, animals get more intelligent as they evolve to 

overcome the hurdles of an ever-changing world. The creation narrative tells us something 

different. It reminds us that every created creature is special. It’s not that they became the way 
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that they are, but that they were truly made this way. For instance, a hog able to sustain itself 

wholly from near-by fruits might be considered a totally different animal than a hog on the other 

side of the world that feeds on insects and small birds. Science might say that these two hogs 

evolved from the same parent but now are different species of hog as a result of their 

evolutionary growth.  

 

Creation would say that these animals were specially created to live in the place that they exist. 

They are part of a plan for that area of the world where every created plant and animal could live 

in a perfect harmony for the benefit of the survival of each species. Creation can also explain that 

should an animal be removed from its environment, the Creator, who knows all things, has 

created in that animal’s genetic code a way to adapt and change. Evolution sometimes is so 

overwhelmed by the variation of animals and plants that the only explanation is variation is 

brought about by a changing world and a requirement that plants and animals evolve to survive 

these changes. Creation says that the Creator, knowing the changes to come, created plants and 

animals with the variations necessary for survival.  

 

The secular man might refer to the above discussion as examples of microevolution. The Lord 

“coded” into humans and animals the chance to evolve to meet the natural and unnatural changes 

in the world. The Lord, in His infinite Wisdom, is not willing to let the creation perish as a result 

of human mistake or greed, or various natural and human created disasters. Therefore, He allows 

us to evolve just enough to ensure survival.  

 

F. Day 6 

 

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the 

earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  So God created man in 

His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created 

them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the 

earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and 

over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Gen 1:26-28) 

 

In the first five days outlined above, God created light, the heavens and the seas, the land, the sun 

and the moon, and the flora and fauna but only when He created humans did He create them “In 

Our image, according to Our likeness.” Humans are made special because they are made in the 

image of the Creator. Not only was the outer likeness predetermined by God to be like Him but 

also our inner man: “for this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from 

whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the 

riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ 
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may dwell in your hearts through faith (Eph 3:14-17)”. We are made in the image of Christ, but 

Christ also dwells within us.  

 

The creation narrative confirms that we humans were specially created. One cannot overlook the 

benefit of being specially created rather than accidently or fortuitously created. Humans are 

special in every sense of the word. We are so far ahead and beyond any other life forms on earth. 

The most distinct attribute of the Human is the rational mind that has been granted to us by God. 

No other animal or plant on earth can claim to be able to overcome its natural desires for the 

benefit of becoming something more. Without the knowledge of God, the world would probably 

be different. The rational mind would not have been allowed to flourish unless it was challenged 

the way that God has challenged man since the beginning. As will be discussed more thoroughly 

below, God asks only the human that He created to not give in to his natural desire to eat. This 

was the beginning of the challenges that God offered mankind so that the human could reach his 

or her potential to be better.  

 

Think about the world now. The moral compass of the earth is formed so obviously by God. 

Without God, man would only fight for his own survival. You see it more and more in a world 

that is increasingly turning away from God, the idea of “you do you” or “forget about everyone 

else, I need to worry about myself” or “be yourself, no matter what anyone says”. God taught 

humans to fear Him. He showed Himself to His people from the beginning and He continues to 

do so. Without Him, there would be no justice, no peace, no love, no sharing, no empathy, no 

change. The Lord decided to take us on and teach us. From His love to us, we learned how to 

love. 

 

But the rational mind is stubborn, it  resolves to explain things scientifically. If we love, then 

there must be some ingrained evolutionary reason why we love for the benefit of survival. Or 

everything that we do, even if it is selfless, is a selfish action done for our own personal gain 

whether in this life or the next. An atheist might explain that he acts according to his own moral 

compass; he doesn’t need a god to tell him to be a good person. 

 

The only answer that overcomes these opposing view is Divine Love. This Love with a capital L 

is the kind of Love and overcomes the ego or the self. It’s the kind of Love that the Creator has 

for the created, so much so that when the created turned away from God, God did not judge the 

created but manifested Himself to them. As Christ Himself says in the Gospel of John 12:47-49: 

 

And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not 

come to judge the world but to save the world. He who rejects Me, and does not 

receive My words, has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will 

judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father 
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who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak. And I 

know that His command is everlasting life. 

 

The Lord, also understanding our desire created in us to survive, promised us that giving up 

something here on Earth would not cause us to lose anything when He reassured us saying: “If 

anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 

Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will 

find it.” (Matt. 16:24-25). 

 

 

G. St. John Chrysostom on the Creation of Man 

 

For a more in depth and focused discussion regarding the Creation of Man we turn to St. John 

Chrysostom and his Homilies on Genesis and more specifically, on the creation of man. 

 

 

1. The Importance of Man 

 

I mean, the human being is the creature more important than all the other visible 

beings, and for this creature all the others have been produced – sky, earth, sea, sun, 

moon, stars, the reptiles, the cattle, all the brute beasts. 

 

Again, rather than Man being a result of some evolutionary “aligning of the stars,” the Orthodox 

view of Mankind, as mentioned previously, is very “human-centered”. Whereas Evolution 

surmises that animals and humans evolved into what we see today, Christianity posits that 

animals and plants and all other created aspects of the visible and invisible world were created 

for the benefit of Mankind. 

 

2. The Creator(s) 

The text of Genesis also is prophetic in that God says “Let us make man in our image”. As St. 

John Chrysostom says specifically: 

 

So who is this to whom he says, “‘Let us make a human being’”? Who else is it than 

the Angel of Great Counsel, Wonderful Counsellor, figure of Authority, Prince of 

Peace, Father of the age to come, Only-begotten Son of God, like the Father in being, 

through whom all things were created? To him is said, “‘Let us make a human being 

in our image and likeness.’” 

 

As mentioned above, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ was present at our creation and “by Him 

all things were made that were made.” (Col 1:6) 
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3. Adam and Eve  

St. John Chrystostom also goes to great lengths regarding the divine plan for the creation of not 

just Adam, but also Eve. 

 

I mean, the biblical author, speaking through the Divine Spirit, sees as subsisting and 

brought into being things not yet subsisting. So why, tell me, after his words, “‘Let 

us make a human being,’” does he now say, “‘Let them have control’”? Evidently he 

is already revealing to us at this point some mystery lying hidden. Who are to have 

control? Quite clearly he has spoken this way to hint at the formation of woman. 

 

It is a reminder that nothing was done in haste or by accident or by coincidence. Continuing in 

the theme of bestowing the authority and Adam and Eve he says: 

 

So, after saying, “Male and female he made them” as though to bestow a blessing on 

each of them, he goes on, “God blessed them in the words, ‘Increase and multiply, 

fill the earth and gain dominion over it, and have control of the fish of the sea.’” 

Behold the remarkable character of the blessing! I mean, those words, “‘Increase and 

multiply and fill the earth,’” anyone could see are said of the brute beasts and the 

reptiles alike, whereas “‘Gain dominion and have control’” are directed to the man 

and woman. See the Lord’s loving-kindness: even before creating her he makes her 

sharer in this control and bestows on her the blessing. 

 

4. And it Was Good 

 

Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good.  (Gen. 1:31) 

 

Oftentimes we wrestle with the question of whether or not humanity is “good”. After reading 

the above verse the answer is obvious. As St. John Chrysostom notes: 

 

Notice how by gathering all the created things together under this one word, 

“everything,” it confers commendation on each of them. I mean, it didn’t just say 

“everything” and stop there, but added “that he had made;” nor did it conclude at that 

point, but said, “And behold it was good,” even “very good” – that is to say, 

“completely good.” So when the Lord, the one bringing things from non-being to 

being, declares creatures to be good and completely good, who would dare, even if 

bursting with arrogant folly, to open his mouth and gainsay the words uttered by 

God? 
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We have a responsibility to uphold this goodness by which we have been created. The Lord then 

fortified us with His Holy Spirit and His Body and His Blood so that we can be assured of the 

goodness that we live in through Him. 

 

H. The Fall  

 

And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may 

freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 

that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Gen 2:16-17) 

 

Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that in the 

day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 

evil.” (Gen. 3:4-5) 

 

The Fall is one of the most thought about and studied aspects of our faith. Put as simply as 

possible, it is because of the Fall that Christ came and saved us. When we read the story of the 

Fall of Man it is hard for us to understand the significance because we (as in the creation) were 

different before the fall. We also have the gift of hindsight and, frankly, the knowledge of good 

and evil. When viewing Adam and Eve through the eyes of our current understanding, 

experience and education, we might consider our first ancestors almost childlike in their words 

and actions. 

 

We also are distracted by all the differences between the setting wherein the fall occurred and 

our own current lives. Snakes don’t talk to us. We don’t hear God’s voice directly. We might 

even find it hard to believe that what the serpent said was so convincing. There are quite a few 

factors however that we must understand about the Fall to truly appreciate our salvation, 

consider the following five points: 

 

 

1. Why did the Serpent Choose Eve? 

 

The unfortunate reading of the Fall of Man story focuses mostly on who was at fault.  

Generations of theory have unfairly labeled Eve as the victim of the cunning serpent as a result 

of some sort of perceived weakness of the female. The Church fathers disagreed. As St. Ambrose 

notes: 

 

(The devil) aimed to circumvent Adam by means of the woman. He did not accost 

the man who had in his presence received the heavenly command. He accosted her 

who had learned of it from her husband and who had not received from God the 

command which was to be observed. There is no statement that God spoke to the 
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woman. We know that He spoke to Adam. Hence we must conclude that the 

command was communicated through Adam to the woman. 

 

This explanation makes clear that the attack was because of a degree of separation from God. 

Adam received the commandment not to eat of the tree, who then relayed it to Eve. This degree 

of separation was enough of a weakness to cause the fall of mankind. In fact, we see similarities 

in our own obedience to the rites of the church. Confession, communion and fasting, for 

instance, as commandments received from the mouth of God directly would be much harder to 

disobey. But because we have received the Sacraments of the Church through a generational 

passing down, we mistakenly are more likely to begin to rationalize the importance of regularly 

partaking of these institutions.  As we will see throughout the lessons of the Fall, the Evil One 

continues to use the same tactics against us that he used from the beginning to separate us from 

God.      

 

2. Desire leading to Sin 

St. Ephrem writes: 

 

The tempting word would not have led into sin those who were tempted if the 

tempter had not been guided by their own desire. Even if the tempter had not come, 

the tree itself by its beauty would have led their desire into battle. Although the first 

ancestors sought an excuse for themselves in the counsel of the serpent, they were 

harmed more by their own desire than by the counsel of the serpent. 

 

Again, even though we see the circumstances of Adam and Eve as different from our own, we 

can see similarities about how we continue to be led towards sin. One of the most powerful 

aspects of ourselves that lead us astray is our own desires. As St. Ephrem notes, perhaps it was 

not so much of a push by the serpent as it was a slight tap. We naturally tend to drift towards the 

things that we desire. Fame, fortune, power; we can deny that they lay ahold of us but when put 

into positions, especially positions that don’t seem to be dangerous, we often choose the route 

towards our innermost desires. Starting at a new job seems daunting until we see how much it 

pays. We hate the sound of our own voices but with enough “likes”, we’ll watch the video that 

we posted of ourselves over and over. Becoming president of the student body seems like a nice 

idea, but given the opportunity, we might find ourselves doing “whatever it takes” to win. 

 

3. The Tree of Knowledge and Free Will 

 

St. Gregory the Theologian says regarding the commandment that Adam not eat of the Tree: 

 

This law was a commandment as to what plants he might partake of, and which one 

he might not touch. This latter was the tree of knowledge; not, however, because it 
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was evil from the beginning when planted; nor was it forbidden because God 

grudged it to us—let not the enemies of God wag their tongues in that direction, or 

imitate the serpent. But it would have been good if partaken of at the proper time; for 

the tree was, according to my theory, Contemplation, which it is only safe for those 

who have reached maturity of habit to enter upon, but which is not good for those 

who are still somewhat simple and greedy; just as neither is solid food good for those 

who are yet tender and have need of milk. 

 

And St. John Chrysostom writes: 

 

The tree of life was in the midst of Paradise as a reward; the tree of knowledge as an 

object of contest and struggle. Having kept the commandment regarding this tree, 

you will receive a reward. And behold the wondrous thing. Everywhere in Paradise 

every kind of tree blossoms, everywhere they are abundant in fruit; only in the center 

are there two trees as an object of battle and exercise. 

 

The consensus of the fathers is not that the tree could never be eaten from, but that it was not 

time. Once again, sin is presented to us as wanting something that we either do not need or 

taking something before the time is right for us. The tree of knowledge then symbolized moral 

autonomy from God. If we decide to leave our lives in God’s hands, we are willing to partake of 

the Tree at the time that God wishes us to. The sin is deciding that we can separate ourselves 

from God’s will and partake when we want to. This separation from God “frees” us from His 

will and causes us to act with our own will. This free will that we have been granted was granted 

to humanity from the beginning. If Adam was not given free will, he would not have been able to 

partake of the fruit of the tree. We can act within this free will, but there are consequences. In 

this case, the consequence of partaking of the fruit of the tree was death. 

 

4. You will Surely Die 

 

St. Athanasius in his book On the Incarnation says of the punishment of eating of the fruit of the 

tree: 

  

But if they went astray and became vile, throwing away their birthright of beauty, 

then they would come under the natural law of death and live no longer in paradise, 

but, dying outside of it, continue in death and in corruption. 

 

The Death that humanity received as a result of eating of the fruit of the tree was more than just 

dying. The result was that humankind would forever “continue in death and in corruption.” 

Eating of the fruit of the tree changed human nature. Instead of living with God in paradise, the 
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choice of disobedience caused man to be exiled from paradise and began the path down the way 

of sin.  

 

St. Athanasius continues:  

 

When this happened, men began to die, and corruption ran riot among them and held 

sway over them to an even more than natural degree, because it was the penalty of 

which God had forewarned them for transgressing the commandment. 

 

St. Athanasius goes on to explain it as a snowball effect: 

 

 Indeed, they had in their sinning surpassed all limits; for, having invented 

wickedness in the beginning and so involved themselves in death and corruption, 

they had gone on gradually from bad to worse, not stopping at any one kind of evil, 

but continually, as with insatiable appetite, devising new kinds of sins. Adulteries 

and thefts were everywhere, murder and raping filled the earth, law was disregarded 

in corruption and injustice, all kinds of iniquities were perpetrated by all, both singly 

and in common. 

 

But St. Athanasius explains to us the hope of salvation: “It was impossible, therefore, that God 

should leave man to be carried off by corruption, because it would be unfitting and unworthy of 

Himself.” 

 

5. The Promise of a Savior 

 

And I will put enmity 

Between you and the woman, 

And between your seed and her Seed; 

He shall bruise your head, 

And you shall bruise His heel.” (Gen. 3:15) 

 

Even before Adam and Eve left the Garden of Eden, our Heavenly Father could not help but promise us 

salvation. In this verse, God punishes the serpent by separating the friendship that was first 

forged between man and snake. But surely this punishment means more than a mere explanation 

of mankind’s hatred and fear of snakes, right? It signifies our relationship with evil. Mankind 

would always be fighting evil and subjecting it under his feet. Meanwhile the evil will not quit to 

try to “bruise our heels”.  
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Looking deeper into the verse we see the first prophecy of our Lady the Virgin St. Mary and her Son, 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. For out of mankind would come our Savior who would finally 

destroy Satan under His feet along with the death that we had inherited in our nature.  

 

As St. Athanasius explains: 

 

For by the sacrifice of His own body He did two things: He put an end to the law of death 

which barred our way; and He made a new beginning of life for us, by giving us the 

hope of resurrection. By man death has gained its power over men; by the Word 

made Man death has been destroyed and life raised up anew. 
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4. Genesis Typology 

The Levels of Understanding Scripture 

 

The Church fathers identified two levels of understanding scriptures.  The first level of 

understanding is called the Literal Meaning.  This is the basic literal and historical context of the 

events that take place in the Bible. The second level is the Spiritual Meaning can be further 

categorized into two sub-groups: the Moral sense and the Typological sense.  The Moral sense 

focuses on what the scripture is trying to teach with regard to how I should behave and act in a 

way that is favorable to God.  The Typological sense is commonly considered the highest level 

of understanding of all the different ways to interpret scripture. 

 

What is Typology? 

 

Typology comes from the Greek word typos which broadly means “type,” “figure,” or 

“model.” St. Paul uses the word typos to show the connection between Adam and Christ: “Adam, 

who was a type of the One who was to come.”6   As such, typology is the interpretation of certain 

historical events that occurred in the Old Testament as “type” or prefiguring events to be fulfilled 

through Christ’s acts of salvation proclaimed in the New Testament.  In each case, the “type” – 

an Old Testament event or person – is linked to its corresponding event in the life of Christ, the 

“antitype.”  Typology is essentially Christocentric (Christ-centered) because Christ is the 

principal antitype of all the types in scripture.    It is a relationship that begins with a promise 

(from the Old Testament) and ends with fulfillment from Christ (in the New Testament). 

 

The Church uses typology as the primary lens through which the Old Testament is read and 

interpreted.  Many of the Church Fathers focused specifically on drawing out “the mystery of 

Christ” disclosed in the text and viewed typology as the divine bridge that connects the Old and 

New Testament. Even more so, typology enabled the Fathers to see God’s providential plan 

hidden throughout the course of human history and how everything prepared for Christ’s Paschal 

mystery. St. Irenaeus writes: 

  

If anyone, therefore, reads the Scriptures with attention, he will find in 

them an account of Christ and a foreshadowing of the new calling…  

The treasure hidden in the scriptures is Christ since He was pointed out 

by means of types and prophecies, which could not be understood by 

human beings prior to the consummation of those things which had been 

predicted, that is, the advent of the Lord. 7 

 

Christ Uncovers the Typological Sense of the Old Testament 

 

Throughout the Gospel, Christ reveals Himself as the key to understanding the Old 

Testament.  During a heated dialogue with the Pharisees, our Lord Jesus Christ emphatically 

proclaims, “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are 

 
6 Romans 5:14 

7 St. Irenaeus of Lyons, Against the Heresies, 4, 26 
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they which testify of Me.”8  On several occasions, He explicitly explains that persons and the 

events in the Old Testament are types of Him.  One of the clearest examples is found when 

Christ is challenged by the Pharisees to show them a sign regarding His divinity, He promised 

that they would be given the “Sign of Jonah,” consisting of His death, resurrection, and the 

conversion of the Gentiles: 

 

For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great 

fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of 

the earth. The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this 

generation and condemn it because they repented at the preaching of 

Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.9 

 

The story of Jonah is very rich in the typological sense.  Christ tells us that the three days 

Jonah spent in the belly of the whale represents the three days His Body spent in the tomb before 

rising in glory.  Jonah’s being spit out by the whale on the third day represents the Resurrection 

of Christ. Finally, Jonah’s preaching repentance to Ninevites, who were not Jews, but Gentiles 

and fierce enemies, and their subsequent conversion was a type of how Christ’s Gospel was 

spread across the world. 

 

 Another example of an Old Testament narrative referred to by Jesus as a type of Himself 

is the story of Moses setting the bronze serpent on a pole to heal all the Israelites from the deadly 

bites of poisonous snakes.10  Jesus explains this very mysterious story to Nicodemus:  

 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so, must the 

Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish 

but have eternal life.11 

 

In this example, the bronze serpent raised up as a sign to the Israelites and saved them from 

their impending death is a type of Christ being raised up on the cross.  Like the serpent, Christ on 

the Cross appears as a sign of suffering due to sin, but when seen through the eyes of faith, it 

becomes the means of salvation.  Just as the image of the serpent was the weapon that destroyed 

the power of the serpents, so the Cross, the instrument of Christ’s death, becomes the weapon 

that overthrows death itself. 

 

The final example that will be given in the Bread of Life discourse in John 6, in which Christ 

presents Himself as the true bread from heaven.   Christ’s followers begin by asking him for a 

sign similar to the manna in the desert: 

 

Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not 

give you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread 

from heaven. For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven 

and gives life to the world.” 

 
8 John 5:39 

9 Matthew 12:40-41 

10 Numbers 21: 4-9 

11 John 3:15-15 



 

21 

 

Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread always.” 

 

And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me 

shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.12 

 

In these verses, Jesus teaches that the manna that fed the Israelites in the wilderness for forty 

years was a figure of the spiritual nourishment He would give the world through the sacrament of 

His Body and Blood.  He demonstrates how our understanding of the Old Testament narratives 

regarding the heavenly manna is brought to completion through the Eucharist, the “true bread 

from heaven.”  

 

  

 
12 John 6:32-25 
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A. Genesis Typology Chart 

 
 

TYPE ANTITYPE 

Adam 

Adam was the first person in this creation In His resurrection, Jesus is the first person in 

this New Creation (1 Corinthians 15:23) 

Adam was called the son of God (Luke 3:38) Christ is the Son of God (John 1:14) 

Adam was appointed by God as the ruler over 

all living things (Genesis 1:28) 

Christ is God’s Anointed to be King (Matthew 

1:16) 

Adam’s  actions brought consequences to his 

children causing them to inherit a fallen nature 

that leads to sin and death (Genesis 3:16-19) 

Christ’s actions brought consequences to 

God’s children causing them to inherit 

righteousness and life (Romans 5:12-19, 1 

Corinthians 15:20-22, 45-49) 

Adam joined Eve and rebelled against God 

(Genesis 3:6) 

Christ redeemed His bride (the Church) by 

obeying God (Revelations 19:7-9) 

Adam’s shame required the death of an animal 

to cover it (Genesis 3:21) 

Christ was shamed, stripped and slain to cover 

our shame (Matthew 27:27-35) 

Eve 

Eve is the mother of all living things (Genesis 

3:20) 

Mary is the mother of the Incarnate Word of 

God who created all things.  Mary is the 

spiritual mother of all the living (John 19:27) 

Eve has brought sin, corruption, and death into 

the world because of her disobedience (Genesis 

3:4-7, 16-20) 

Mary brought Christ into the world because of 

her obedience (Luke 1:38)  

Noah 

Noah was a kind of “second Adam” since all 

living human beings come from him (Genesis 

8:15-19:17) 

Christ is called “the second man” (Adam) since 

eternal life can only be found in Him (1 

Corinthians 15:47) 

Noah’s ark provided refuge for Noah, his 

family, and all the animals (Genesis 6:18-7:5) 

Christ’s body (the Church) provides salvation 

for all, both Jew and Gentile  (Romans 11:11, 

Galatians 3:28-29) 

Noah’s ark was delivered from the flood waters 

(Genesis 7:7) 

Christ’s body (the Church) is delivered from 

death through the water of baptism (1 Peter 

3:21) 

Abraham & Isaac 

Abraham is called the “Father of Faith” 

(Genesis 15: Romans 4:16-18) 

Christ is the author and perfecter of faith 

(Hebrews 12:2) 

Abraham’s son (Isaac) was the child of 

promise.  The book of Hebrews connected 

Isaac with the idea of the Resurrection 

(Hebrews 11:17-19)  

God’s Son Jesus is the child of promise (Isaiah 

9:6) who is Resurrected (1 Corinthians 15:1-

11) 

Isaac’s birth was miraculous because his 

mother Sarah was barren (Genesis 11:30) 

Jesus Christ’s birth was miraculous because his 

mother Mary was a virgin (Matthew 1:18-20) 
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In Isaac’s birth, all nations were to be blessed 

(Genesis 12:13) 

In Jesus Christ all nations are blessed (Acts 

28:28, Matthew 28:18-20) 

Abraham was willing to sacrifice his only son 

(Genesis 22:2), and Isaac was ready to do what 

his father said (Genesis 22:9) 

God the Father was willing to sacrifice His 

only Son (John 3:16) and Jesus was ready to do 

what his Father said (John 10:17-18) 

Isaac carried the wood on which he was to die 

(Genesis 22:6) 

Christ carried his own cross (John 10:17) 

Abraham’s sacrifice took place on mount 

Moriah (Jerusalem; Genesis 22:2, 2 Chronicles 

3:1) and a ram was substituted for Isaac 

(Genesis 22:8, 13-14) 

Christ was sacrificed on Mount Golgotha on 

outskirts of Jerusalem ( Matthew: 27:3, John 

19:17-18) and He is the Lamb of God (John 

1:29-31) 

Melchizedek 

Melchizedek’s name means “king of 

righteousness” 

Christ is the Righteous One (Acts 3:14; 

Jeremiah 23:5-6) 

Melchizedek was king of Salem (Jerusalem). 

The word “salem” means peace (Genesis 

14:18; Hebrews 7:2).  He was king before 

David. 

Christ is the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) and 

the rightful king of Jerusalem for all time. 

Melchizedek was a priest of God Most High 

(Genesis 14:18) before Aaron and the Levitical 

Priesthood.  (Aaron and his sons were ordained 

as the priestly family for Israel in Leviticus 8) 

Christ’s High priesthood precedes and is 

superior to any other priesthood – that is, the 

priesthood of Aaron in Leviticus 8 and of 

Melchizedek in Genesis 14 (see Hebrews 7:4-

10) 

Melchizedek brought out  bread and wine to 

Abraham and blessed him (Genesis 14: 18-20) 

Christ gives His precious body and blood to 

the faithful in the bread and wine of the 

Eucharist (Luke 22:19-20) 

Jacob 

Jacob put on the clothes of Esau, animal skin 

around his neck and arms, to come to his father 

and find acceptance from him (Genesis 27:5-

25). 

Christ put on our clothes i.e. our body, and 

became similar and equal to us in everything, 

except sin, offering His life as a sacrifice of 

love. He bore our sins in His own body so that 

we might live for righteousness (1 Peter 2:21-

24; Isaiah 53:4-6). 

Jacob suffered from his brother Esau, who 

hated him enough to kill him. Thus he was a 

man of sufferings and troubles (Genesis 47:9) 

Christ suffered from His brothers, the Jews, 

who planned many times to kill Him until they 

succeeded. Christ was a man of sorrows and 

acquainted with grief (Isaiah 53:3). 

Jacob had a vision of the heavenly ladder the 

connected heaven and earth and the angels of 

God ascending and descending on it (Genesis 

28:10-22) 

Christ reveals that He is the ladder that 

reconciles Heaven and earth when he tells 

Nathanael “Most assuredly, I say to you, 

hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the 

angels of God ascending and descending upon 

the Son of Man.” (John 1:51) 

Jacob lived as a stranger away from his father’s 

house, losing his comfort and glory; He lived 

Christ left His heavenly glory to live in our 

world (Phil 2:7). He lives in our world, which 
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in the wilderness, lonely without any house. He 

died as a stranger in Egypt (Genesis 50:1) 

can be represented by a fruitless wilderness, 

with no place to rest (Luke 9:58) 

Jacob spent a month in his uncle’s house as a 

guest. He worked very hard and his uncle 

completely depended on him. When he asked 

Jacob for his desired wage, Jacob asked to 

marry Rachel (Genesis 29:15-20) 

Christ came to our world as a guest, although 

He is the creator. He is still working in the 

world for His bride, the church (John 5:17; 

Ephesians 5:25-2) 

Jacob, the weak, conquered, Esau, the strong, 

through his love and suffering (Genesis 33:1-

16) 

Christ incarnate in our weak nature, became 

the least, was numbered with the transgressors, 

and reached the maximum weakness upon the 

cross while He is the almighty God, the 

conqueror over Satan and death. 

Joseph 

Joseph was rejected by his own brothers 

(Genesis 37:19-20), stripped of his robe, and 

thrown into a pit (Genesis 37:22-24).  Sold into 

slavery, he eventually landed in a dungeon in 

Egypt (Genesis 37:28 and 39:20) 

Christ was rejected by his own (John 1:11).  

He was stripped of his robe, condemned to 

death and descended to hell (Matthew 27:27-

31; John 19:23-24; 1 Peter 3:18-20) 

Joseph was an exemplary servant (Genesis 

39:1-6).  Though he was tempted he did not 

give in to temptation (Genesis 39:7-12) 

Christ came as a servant (Philippians 2:7).  He 

was tempted, but did not sin (Hebrews 4:15) 

Joseph was unjustly accused and condemned 

(Genesis 39: 13-20).  In prison Joseph 

interpreted a dream of life to one of his fellow 

prisoners and death to another (Genesis 40:6-

23).  He was raised out of the dungeon to sit at 

Pharaoh’s right hand (Genesis 41: 14-45) 

Christ was unjustly accused and condemned 

(Mathew 26:57-68; 27:1-25).  While on the 

cross, Jesus’ words promise life to one of the 

thieves condemned with him (Luke 23:39-43).  

Jesus was raised from the prison of death to sit 

at the right hand of God the Father (Acts 2:33; 

5:31) 

Joseph had a meal with his brothers before he 

revealed himself to them (Genesis 43:16).  

When he did reveal himself, Joseph saved his 

brothers’ lives (Genesis 45:3-15).  Joseph’s 

actions also saved Egypt and many others 

(Genesis 50:20) 

Jesus had a last supper with his disciples 

(Matthew 26: 17-30).  After his death and 

resurrection he revealed himself to them alive, 

which brought about salvation for them and the 

world (Luke 24; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11) 

In Joseph, God partially fulfilled His promise 

to Abraham to bless all the nations of the world 

(Genesis 12:1-3), since Joseph’s actions helped 

the nations of the world survive the terrible 

famine (Genesis 41:57) 

In Christ, God completely fulfilled his promise 

to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3), since Christ died 

for the sins of the world, and Jesus 

commanded: “go and make disciples of all 

nations…” (Matthew 28:19) 

 

 

 

B. The Ark, The Flood, The Church and Baptism 
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Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent 

of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that He had 

made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. So the Lord said, “I will destroy 

man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing 

and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.” But Noah found grace in the 

eyes of the Lord. (Gen 6:5-8) 

 

After the fall, mankind had so separated itself from God and His ways that “The Lord was sorry 

that He had made man on the earth”. The only saving grace of humanity was the person who 

“found grace in the eyes of the Lord,” Noah. It was because of the righteousness of Noah and his 

family that God felt connected enough to mankind not to destroy it completely. While the rest of 

humanity had become wicked as a result of sin that had entered into the world, Noah had 

remained faithful and pure before God. In order to save Noah and his family from the death of 

the coming flood, God commanded Noah to build an ark.  

 

Much has been made of the story of Noah’s Ark. For generations, treasure seekers and 

adventurers have roamed all over Ararat mount looking for the boat that had saved Noah and his 

family. But the physical Ark is not as important as our understanding of the symbolic ark. This 

symbolic ark is manifested in three ways in our lives as Orthodox Christians: The Cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, The Church, and our baptism. 

 

1.  The Cross 

 

More so than any other, the Ark is a symbol and Prophecy of the Cross of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. As we have examined above, after the fall of Adam, mankind was sentenced to 

death. Death could not be overcome because God could not take back His word. St. Athanasius 

explained what he called the “divine dilemma” in this way: 

 

It would, of course, have been unthinkable that God should go back upon His word 

and that man, having transgressed, should not die; but it was equally monstrous that 

beings which once had shared the nature of the Word should perish and turn back 

again into non-existence through corruption. It was unworthy of the goodness of God 

that creatures made by Him should be brought to nothing through the deceit wrought 

upon man by the devil; and it was supremely unfitting that the work of God in 

mankind should disappear, either through their own negligence or through the deceit 

of evil spirits. As, then, the creatures whom He had created reasonable, like the 

Word, were in fact perishing, and such noble works were on the road to ruin, what 

then was God, being Good, to do? Was He to let corruption and death have their way 

with them? 

 

The answer was in Christ’s Cross as St. Athanasius explains later: 
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Thus, taking a body like our own, because all our bodies were liable to the corruption 

of death, He surrendered His body to death instead of all, and offered it to the Father. 

This He did out of sheer love for us, so that in His death all might die, and the law of 

death thereby be abolished because, having fulfilled in His body that for which it was 

appointed, it was thereafter voided of its power for men. This He did that He might 

turn again to incorruption men who had turned back to corruption, and make them 

alive through death by the appropriation of His body and by the grace of His 

resurrection. Thus He would make death to disappear from them as utterly as straw 

from fire. 

 

This mission, this gift of salvation, was given to us by Our Lord shedding His precious blood on 

the wood of the Cross. Just as the wood of the ark saved Noah and his family, the wood of the 

Cross of our Savior saved all mankind from death. 

 

2. The Church  

 

For Noah, his family, and the animals who came with them, The Ark was a safe haven from the 

rest of the world. The Ark then is therefore a symbol of the Church. In fact, many Coptic 

Churches are built in the form of the Ark so that we are constantly reminded that the Church for 

us is a safe place in the midst of a cold and dangerous world. When we enter the Church our 

mind is transferred from Earth to Heaven. During the Anaphora the Priest invites the 

congregation in joining him in lifting up our hearts. The Congregation responds: “we have them 

with the Lord”. Taken for granted, this is just something that we say during the Liturgy; but 

examined closely, it is supposed to be an actual moment of turning off our brains to the outside 

world and actually offering our hearts to the Lord at that moment. Offering our hearts means that 

our mind, body and soul is in Heaven before the throne of Christ. This is the taste of Heaven that 

we experience during every single liturgy. The Church therefore keeps us safe from the sin and 

corruption of the outside world. It gives us hope when we feel lost. It gives us a purpose as we 

wander through our lives knowing that we are different from everyone else. The protection of the 

Church when we enter is analogous to Noah and his family seeking the protection of the Ark 

during the storm. 

 

  3. Baptism  

 

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 

life. (Romans 6:4) 
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Any mention in the Old Testament to water must be examined under the microscope of baptism. 

Of course, the Flood is symbolic of what baptism means to us. The event of the flood was so 

fearsome. Every single person on earth died, the only survivors were the ones that were raised up 

by the Ark above the threat of the flood. From our youth we are told that big bodies of water are 

dangerous, that we can get very injured or die because we cannot breathe under water. When we 

are plunged under water the only option is death unless someone lifts us up out of the water.  

 

As St. Paul explains, when we were baptized, “we were buried with Him”. Our baptism therefore 

is a form of partaking with Christ in His Resurrection because by His Resurrection we were 

lifted from the danger of death that the water posed.  

 

In the same way the Ark is symbolic of our baptism in that the Ark saved Noah and his family 

from the death of the water of the flood. After the flood, Noah and his family restarted humanity, 

which is symbolic of the “newness of our lives” after our baptism.  

 

C. The Covenant Between God and Abraham 

 

Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, From your family And from 

your father’s house, To a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will 

bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who 

bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed.” So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot went with 

him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. (Gen. 12:1-4). 

 

For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 

righteousness.” (Romans 4:3) 

 

The faith in God’s words that the early patriarchs practiced continues to inspire us till now. For 

Abraham and his family, their home land was all that they had. Abraham was successful and 

people from his tribe depended on him. Abraham would have fought off any other tribe or 

peoples that would have challenged him for this land. Then the Lord asks him to move to another 

area all together. An area that is already inhabited by his enemies. Abraham is asked to leave all 

of the land that he had toiled and grew. A land that he knew intimately because it was his land. 

He is told to leave and he obeys immediately.  

 

As St. Paul explains, Abraham’s faith was an act of righteousness. Even though Abraham was 

faithful and righteous before God, God still asked him to do something that would be considered 

difficult especially considering his age and his stature among his tribe. We ourselves sometimes 

have difficulties understanding why sometimes we are challenged even while we are in times of 

our lives where we have given our time and effort towards God and being righteous. We 
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erroneously think that if we are bad, we will be punished by God, when in fact, sometimes we 

are simply experiencing the consequences of sin. On the other hand, we are often confused when 

we are good, but bad things still happen to us. We learn from Abraham that righteousness does 

not preclude us from facing challenges in our lives; but from those challenges we are brought 

closer to God. 

 

We cannot learn to trust God unless we are put in positions that have no solution but to trust. For 

instance, a college student might face a situation where if she does not get an “A” in the class she 

probably will not be able to attend the graduate school that she has always dreamed of going to. 

She might be angry at God for putting her in this situation considering that she always reads the 

Bible, regularly takes communion and always sits with her confession father. Ideally, the student 

learns to do her part, study hard and leave the rest to God. If she gets the grade she desired, she 

will be thankful to God and learn to trust in God. If she does not, her lesson perhaps comes later 

when she views her life and realizes that she would not have had it any other way. Either way, 

the lesson would not have been learned had there been no hardship. 

 

The severity of the perceived hardships that Abraham was forced to overcome in learning to trust 

the Lord teaches us that even when we are righteous, there will still be challenges to our faith. 

The story of Abraham and his covenants with God also remind us of the good things that come 

from obedience. In this case, God promised Abraham that He would protect him if he does what 

the Lord instructed him. Abraham later becomes even more rich with more land, servants and 

animals than he had before. Later, as we will see below, God promises Abraham that his 

descendants will be “as the sand on the seashore”, then asks Abraham to sacrifice his only son 

Isaac. Once again, the faithfulness and obedience of Abraham provides him with many 

descendants including the Lord Christ Himself.  

 

What does God’s relationship with Abraham tell us about predestination? One could argue that 

Abraham was chosen by God to be great. None of us has ever been commanded by God to do 

something specific as a test of our faith. Who’s to say that we wouldn’t obey if we were tested by 

God? The answer is in the difficulty of the request.  

 

Think of it like a carnival game. The bigger chances you take nets you the bigger prizes. If you 

just want to come away with anything you might be less willing to take the harder throw or you 

might be willing to risk less so that you get something, even if it is small. Usually the effort that 

we put in, or, the measure of faith that an action requires, is commensurate to the reward.  

For instance, we test our faith by perhaps trusting in God when we have a problem at a job or in 

a relationship. We might trust in God that everything will be okay. We might even push 

ourselves a little and take the blame for the situation or concede a point just for the sake of peace. 

This is a very faithful act because if we are willing to humble ourselves in the face of a problem, 
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we confirm our faith in the Lord by following His commandments even if it means “losing” an 

argument. This will be accounted to us for righteousness.  

 

But there are many times when we are unaware of the consequences of our actions when it 

comes to faith. Ironically, the small moments are sometimes the bigger tests of faith. We are put 

in myriads of situations where we fail these faith tests because we would rather get a “win”. We 

experience these situations so often that we do not even think twice about our actions. For 

instance, an angry response to a traffic incident or a judgment made against a friend’s attitude. 

We glorify the big tests of faith, but we forget the small moments that add up. Abraham 

succeeded in the big tests of faith and the small moments, always considering the presence of the 

Lord.  

 

The Lord knows how we will act and what we will do but change and repentance is a choice that 

we can make in our own lives. Making a change in how we react to faith challenges is something 

that we can do to begin to acknowledge the presence of God during every point in our lives.  

 

D. Melchizedek and the Bread and Wine 

 

Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God 

Most High. And he blessed him and said: 

“Blessed be Abram of God Most High, 

Possessor of heaven and earth; 

And blessed be God Most High, 

Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” 

And he gave him a tithe of all. 

(Gen. 14:18-20) 

 

For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham 

returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, to whom also Abraham gave a 

tenth part of all, first being translated “king of righteousness,” and then also king of Salem, 

meaning “king of peace,” without father, without mother, without genealogy, having 

neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest 

continually. (Hebrews 7:1-3) 

 

This section of Scripture from Genesis Chapter 14 relays a peculiar event about a “priest of God 

Most High” before the priesthood had even been established. This priest, Melchizedek, is also a 

king, in fact the “King of Peace”. He also offers Abraham bread and wine, and Abraham offers 

him a tithe of the spoils he had taken. 
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Clearly Melchizedek is a type of Christ. As St. Paul explains to us, his lack of genealogy also 

connects him to Christ who instead of being born by inheritance into humanity, instead took 

flesh and became man for us.  

 

The fact that he is the King of Peace connects him to Christ in that Christ is the King of Peace. 

We say during the liturgy: “Oh King of Peace, grant us Your Peace.” What makes Melchizedek 

special and different than the other figures in the Torah is that he is mentioned as a priest and a 

king. This also confirms him as a type of Christ. 

 

Finally, he offers Abraham a bloodless sacrifice, namely, bread and wine. Clearly a symbol of 

the pure Body and precious Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ shed His Blood for us on the 

Cross and offered Himself for our sins but gave us a bloodless sacrifice in His Body and His 

Blood on the altar during every Liturgy we celebrate.  

 

E. Isaac as Type of Christ 

 

Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, 

“Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son 

Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering 

on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” (Gen. 22:1-2) 

 

Abraham had confirmed his faith in listening to God when God told him to move to Canaan. God 

then finally granted Abraham and his wife Sarah a son. Then God asked Abraham to offer him as 

a burnt offering. We can only imagine Abraham’s thoughts regarding this request because the 

text only offers that Abraham obeyed and took his son Isaac to offer him. Abraham once again 

confirmed his faith by obeying immediately.  

 

The connections to Christ are obvious but the core of the text is rich with the symbolism of our 

Lord’s crucifixion. First, was the obedience of God by Abraham (and by extension, Isaac). The 

Lord Christ also was crucified on the Cross in obedience to the Father. 

 

Abraham took the wood, chopped it, and then had young Isaac carry the wood to the place where 

the sacrifice would be performed. The Lord Christ also carried the Cross on which He would be 

crucified.  

 

Abraham also prophesied of the Lamb of God. In a particularly heart wrenching moment, the 

young Isaac comes to the realization that something is different about this sacrifice when he asks 

his father Abraham “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 

(Gen. 22:7) His father answers that “God will provide for Himself a lamb for a burnt offering” 
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(Gen 22:8). Truly the Lord provided not just for Himself, but Himself as a burnt offering for the 

salvation of Mankind. 

 

F. Jacob’s Ladder 

 

And he took one of the stones of that place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that 

place to sleep. Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top 

reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And 

behold, the Lord stood above it and said: “I am the Lord God of Abraham your father and 

the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. Also 

your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and 

the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed. Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring 

you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you.” 

(Gen. 28:11-15) 

 

The ladder that was “set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven” is a symbol of the Cross 

of Our Lord. As we have all learned from our youth, before the Lord’s resurrection, there was no 

entrance into Heaven for those that died. When Christ came and took flesh and became man, He 

died on the Cross and as the Resurrection hymn proclaims, “by His death, He trampled death.” 

The resurrection of our Lord then created the pathway into Heaven from Earth.  

 

We are taught that after His death, Christ “descended into Hades''. We see the icon of Christ’s 

descent into Hades holding on to the hands of Adam and Eve and lifting them from their tombs. 

Jacob’s ladder then became a glimpse of the coming hope of Christ. Jacob dreamed of the ladder 

which is the Cross because out of his descendants, Christ would come to save humanity from 

death.  

 

G. Rachel and Leah 

 

Jacob worked for his uncle Laban for a total of 14 years so that he could marry Rachel. As the 

story goes, Rachel had an older sister named Leah. Laban promised Jacob his daughter Rachel if 

Jacob served him for seven years. After the seven years, Laban deceived Jacob and brought him 

Leah. When the morning came and Jacob saw that he had been deceived he approached Laban 

who told him that he was married to Leah who was the older and that if he wanted to marry 

Rachel he must work an additional seven years. Jacob was then allowed to marry Rachel. 

 

The symbolism here concerns the Old and New testament. Leah, who is the older and less 

desirable sister is symbolic of the Old testament. Leah provides for Jacob (who is a type or 

symbol of Christ) children. Among these children is his firstborn Rueben, Levi who would be the 
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father of the priests of the Israelites, and Judah from whom came Christ our Savior. Even though 

Jacob initially loved Rachel and worked for her for 14 total years, his love of Leah grew because 

of the children that she provided him. As Fr. Tadros Malaty explains in his book on Genesis: 

 

It was not without reason, that God, seeing that Leah was unloved, He opened her 

womb, to bear to Jacob Reuben, Simeon, Levi, then Judah, before she stopped 

bearing. God gave Leah the privilege to be loved by her husband for the sake of her 

children. From another aspect, Leah, represented the Jews, who were fertile, as far as 

knowledge of God was concerned. From them came the patriarchs, the prophets, the 

priesthood, etc. As to Rachel, she represented the Gentiles, who were before, barren, 

with no spiritual fruit, because of paganism. 

 

Eventually there was jealousy between the two sisters as Leah never received the love and 

companionship from Jacob despite her bearing him children, while Rachel envied Leah as 

Rachel was barren. Finally, Rachel bore Jacob two sons, Joseph and Benjamin. As we will see 

below, more than anyone in the book of Genesis, Joseph mirrored the life of Christ and 

continued the theme of the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

 

Christ is interspersed between Leah and Rachel as He comes from the tribe of Judah, the son of 

Leah, born a Jew from an Old Testament tribe. However, Christ’s life mostly resembles the life 

of Joseph as we will see below, a son of Rachel who represents the Gentiles and the promise of 

the New Testament.  

 

H. Joseph as a type of Christ 

 

In order to properly understand the similarities in the life of Joseph to Christ, we must go through 

Joseph’s story section by section. 

 

1.  Joseph and the Multicolored coat 

 

Jacob loved Joseph more than all of his sons. So much so that he gave Joseph a multi-colored 

coat. As Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty explains: 

 

This was confirmed by St. Augustine and Origen; the colored tunic is the Church, 

attached to the Lord Christ, as His tunic. In His transfiguration, “His clothes became 

as white as the light” (Matthew 17:2), as a reference to the Church, acquired by the 

Lord for Himself, and where He dwelt, being the Sun of Righteousness who 

illuminated it. That tunic was referred to by the apostle Paul, saying of himself, 

“Then last of all, he was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time” (1 

Corinthians 15:7). That border of garment was touched by the bleeding woman 
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(namely, the nations defiled by pagan worship), to get healed of her ailment. As to 

being colored, the apostle says: “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same 

Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:4-5). 

 

This was the beginning of Joseph being separated from the rest of his brothers, symbolic of 

Christ separating Himself from the old Jewish law and giving us the New Covenant.  

 

  2. Joseph’s Dreams 

 

Joseph dreamed two dreams recounted in Genesis chapter 37. The first dream was that there 

were sheaves in the field and Joseph’s sheaf rose up and the rest of the sheaves bowed down to 

it. The second dream was that the Sun and the Moon and eleven stars bowed down to him. In an 

era where birthright was the important factor of respect in a family, the second to youngest 

brother recounting dreams where the rest of his brothers or even his own father and mother bow 

down to him was a controversial proposition. Whereas the rest of his brothers already envied him 

because of Jacob’s love for him, they resented him even more when he recounted to him his 

dream. Joseph mirrors Jesus in that although he (Joseph) has been chosen by God, his brothers 

resent him and reject the divine plan. Much the same as the Israelites rejecting the Savior even 

though He came to fulfill the divine plan. 

 

  3. Joseph is Sold as a Slave 

 

So Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is there if we kill our brother and conceal his 

blood? Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for 

he is our brother and our flesh.” And his brothers listened. (Gen. 37:26-27) 

 

Mirroring the life of Christ. Joseph’s father, Jacob, sent him to check on his brothers who were 

feeding Jacob’s flock in Shechem. When the brothers saw Joseph coming from afar off they 

acted like the vinedressers when the owner of the vineyard sent his son to them saying “‘this is 

the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’” (Matt. 21:38). The brothers conspired 

against Joseph much like the Pharisees conspired against Christ. And while Joseph was innocent 

of any transgressions that his brothers held against him, so too did Christ shed His innocent and 

pure blood for the salvation of all mankind. 

 

Joseph is eventually sold as a slave to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh’s guard in Egypt. This 

again mimics Christ who for our sake “made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 

bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He 

humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. (Phil. 

2:7-9). Joseph also shows his Christ-like innocence when he rejects the advances of Potiphar’s 
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wife and as a result of his rejection of her is thrown into prison. Christ also was falsely accused 

and punished unjustly.  

 

  4. Joseph is redeemed 

 

In prison Joseph meets Pharaoh’s butler and baker who have been thrown into prison by 

Pharaoh. Both men have dreams that trouble them. The butler tells Joseph his dream and Joseph 

interprets it offering him hope telling him, “Now within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head 

and restore you to your place, and you will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand according to the former 

manner, when you were his butler” (Gen. 40:13).  On the other hand the news is more dire 

concerning the baker’s dream with Joseph explaining to him, “within three days Pharaoh will lift 

off your head from you and hang you on a tree; and the birds will eat your flesh from you.” 

 

Joseph becomes a type of Christ again being in prison with two wrongdoers as Christ was 

crucified between two thieves. Christ also offers the joy of salvation to Demas, the thief on the 

right like Joseph who offers hope to the butler. 

 

As a result of the hope that he provided for the butler, the butler finds reason to mention to 

Pharaoh (two long years later) that Joseph can interpret dreams when Pharaoh is troubled by a 

couple of dreams of his own. Joseph interprets the dreams as God telling Pharaoh that there will 

be seven years of excess followed by seven years of famine. Joseph tells Pharaoh to appoint 

someone to keep a portion of the excess to relieve the people during the time of famine. Joseph 

himself is appointed as Pharaoh’s right hand and given the responsibility of saving the excess so 

that the people can survive the famine.  

 

Joseph, even though he is imprisoned, is able to save the people and sit at the right hand of 

Pharaoh. He is like Christ who through His Cross saved all mankind. Even though He was 

crucified (like Joseph was imprisoned) Christ was able to defeat death.  

 

5. Joseph is Reunited with his Family 

 

Now Joseph was governor over the land; and it was he who sold to all the people of the 

land. And Joseph’s brothers came and bowed down before him with their faces to the 

earth. Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but he acted as a stranger to them and 

spoke roughly to them. (Gen: 32: 6-7) 

 

Joseph was able to feed all of Egypt and the surrounding region during the famine. Even his 

brothers were sent by Jacob to also receive grain from Egypt. Eventually Joseph reveals himself 

to his father and brothers who thought he was dead, reminding us of Christ’s appearance to His 

pure Disciples after His Resurrection. Joseph accepts and receives his father and brothers who 



 

35 

rejected him like Christ who is willing to receive anyone who comes to Him. Joseph also 

becomes a savior to the whole region during the famine as Christ is the Savior to the whole 

world.  

 

 

5. Genesis Modern Topics 

 

1. The Institution of Marriage 

 

And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called 

Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore a man shall leave his father and 

mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. (Gen 2:23-24). 

 

But from the beginning of the creation, God ‘made them male and female.’ 7‘For this 

reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall 

become one flesh’; so then they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has 

joined together, let not man separate.” (Mark 10:6-9). 

 

Marriage for Man was a concept appointed by God from the beginning. How can one understand 

God’s love if he’s never felt the love of a companion? Or how can man appreciate God’s 

forgiveness if there is no one among him to forgive? Our understanding of Marriage comes from 

this early commandment, which Christ expands on when He says: “Therefore what God has 

joined together, let not man separate.” We are taught from the beginning that marriage is a 

lifetime commitment, even that it is not in our hands to break the bond of marriage. Nowadays, 

out of necessity, divorce is allowed in the Church under certain specific circumstances, but the 

reason we are meant to stay together in marriage is so that we can again understand divine Love. 

 

Marriage is hard. Primarily because, as we discussed earlier, in marriage we are often forced to 

go against our survival instincts and care about someone other than ourselves. As stated earlier, 

God gave us the power to overcome our natural desires and we have the tools to overcome our 

egos and our strong sense of self. The married man or woman tests their own ego almost every 

day. If I live by myself, I might not clean up around me because I am content with the mess. But 

a married man or woman lives with someone else. Not a disciplinary figure like a father or 

mother or older sibling, and not someone that we must teach like a younger sibling or a son or 

daughter; but a peer. Now that I live with my spouse, even though I am content with the mess, I 

will clean up around me not out of instinct or necessity but because of Love.  

 

Once the spouses have learned to Love one another, to respect one another’s space and 

boundaries, to forgive and forget one another’s faults, when our egos are lowered to the point 
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that we can do things solely for the other person, God grants us children so that we can teach 

them these same lessons. 

 

It is a huge responsibility to marry. We have a divine command to treat our spouse with love at 

all times; sometimes to the detriment of ourselves or our time. We also must respect our spouse, 

to listen to our spouse, to trust our spouse, even if they don’t respect us, or listen to us, or trust 

us. If we treat relationships as a means for physical gratification or to grow our own ego, or to 

only fulfill a carnal lust, then we don’t do service to God and we don’t fulfil His commandment 

regarding marriage properly. The key is that in a marriage, the two “become one flesh”. We take 

care of our spouse as we take care of ourselves.  

 

Then when two married people have children, their children learn about love by observing their 

parents. They see the way mom and dad speak to each other, the way dad respects mom and 

mom respects dad. They see that mom is willing to sacrifice for dad and them. And likewise, 

they see that dad is willing to sacrifice for them and mom also. The Divine command is a perfect 

way for people to live. If they follow it, they can share it and generation to generation will be 

illuminated in God’s love. 

 

2. Sodom and Gomorrah 

 

Now before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both old and young, all 

the people from every quarter, surrounded the house. 5And they called to Lot and said to 

him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may 

know them carnally.” (Gen. 19:4-5) 

 

The men of Sodom were depraved humans, gone so far away from their love for God, they 

became machines only looking to fulfill their own personal desires. As St. Paul explains this 

phenomena in his Epistle to the Romans: 

 

 “…although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, 

but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were 

darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools,  and changed the glory of 

the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-

footed animals and creeping things. Therefore God also gave them up to 

uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among 

themselves,  who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served 

the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this reason 

God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use 

for what is against nature.  Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the 

woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is 
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shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due.” 

(Romans 1:21-27) 

 

Of course, there is sin and there is giving one’s self up to sin. Someone might sin, but he might 

look at himself and repent and turn back to his love for God. He acknowledges what he did is 

sinful and he turns away from that sin completely and changes his life. 

 

The Sodomites chose sin and were consumed by it. There is no regard here to “right and wrong” 

this is just what they became. The evil here is not only the sin, but that the sin became who they 

were. Just like someone might steal something and repent and never steal anything again. 

Another person might steal and like it so much that he becomes a thief. Both people stole, but 

only one becomes a thief. Another example is of someone who might lie and decide to never lie 

again, another becomes a liar. 

 

We must be careful not to become sinners, whatever the sin may be. In our current society there 

is more and more the prevalence of accepting sin. We normalize it, condone it, and then glorify it 

so that the sinner no longer feels like the sin is darkness, but is the light. More often we see the 

world glorifying certain sins, so that sin seems like it is no longer a sin. When the world takes sin 

and normalizes it, the sin doesn’t cease to be, rather it becomes more dangerous because it is 

artificially condoned. The most dangerous sin is the sin that the world tells us is good.  
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